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Thank you for your Our Mandate
co.nti.nued supportinour  jyctice for Girls is a Canadian
mission to create a safer, non-profit organization and

more just world for all girls. registered charity that

promotes equality, freedom
~ ?_ee% 7 from violence & colonialism,
~ - and the health & well being
of teenage girls who live in
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Welcome to the Summer 2024 edition of the Justice
for Girls newsletter! We are thrilled to share the
exciting progress and impactful events that have
taken place since our last update. From closing out
significant grants to forging new partnerships and
celebrating our 25th anniversary, our team has been
hard at work advocating for justice and
empowering girls across the province.
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UPDATES

Grants Completed:
We closed out three multi-year grants
o Women & Gender Equality Canada
Capacity Building
o Vancouver Foundation Systems Change
o Women & Gender Equality Canada
Feminist Recovery & Response Fund:
Mapping the Violence Project
- —
We are immensely grateful to our funders for
their invaluable contributions, which have
empowered us to make a meaningful impactin
the lives of young women and girls.

I*I Women and Gender Femmes et Egalité
Equality Canada des genres Canada

vancouver
foundation
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New Partnership

Langara Social Work Program:

Partnered with Langara Social Work Program. Our Director
of Communications & Engagement, Savanah will conduct
workshops for social work students on how to support
teenage girls, especially those experiencing violence.
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Life in Government Care

Indigenous, racialized youth are disproportionately represented in
the child welfare system

Girls in government care are at a higher risk of entering
homelessness, leaving then even more vulnerable to violence,

Youth removed from their homes for ‘neglect,’ is

often due to their family or single mothers living JUSTICE
INn poverty.
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Milestone-Anniversary

25th Anniversary: Justice for
Girls celebrated its 25th
Anniversary on April 14th!
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Events and Presentations
e Tears 2 Hope Symposium: Sue & Savanah
facilitated a workshop on empowerment,
consent, healthy relationships, grooming, luring,
and exploitation in Terrace on April 27th.

YOUTH COMFERENCE

April 26 & 27,2024
Terrace Argna
EVERYONE WELLOME. DRUG & ALCOHOL FREE EVENT
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Events and Presentations

e CrimeCon Presentation: On May 3lst, our Director of
Advocacy and staff lawyer, Sue Brown, presented at
CrimeCon in Nashville with Dr. Sasha Reid. They
discussed advocacy for missing and murdered women
and girls in Canada, emphasizing the use of grassroots
data to pursue justice and hold police accountable for
thorough investigations and prosecutions.

e Man Camp Panel with the Centre for Feminist Legal
Studies (CFLS): Man Camps are temporary housing for
male workers involved in resource extraction activities
like pipeline construction, oil extraction, mining,
forestry, and hydroelectric projects. Located near
remote Indigenous communities, these camps have
raised significant concerns due to their association with
Increased violence, danger, and sexual assault against
Indigenous women, girls, and two-spirit individuals. This
contributes to higher incidences of Missing and
Murdered Indigenous Women and Girls (MMIWG2S)
cases. The risks extend beyond the camps themselves,
as the entire lifecycle of resource extraction impacts the
lives and rights of Indigenous populations. The 2019
National Inquiry into Missing and Murdered Indigenous
Women and Girls highlighted these dangers,
emphasizing the need for greater awareness and
protective measures.
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« Man Camp Panel with the Centre for Feminist Legal
Studies (CFLS): This discussion panel specifically
addressed the impending Woodfibre/Fortis LNG project
INn Squamish, B.C,, scrutinizing it through the lens of
these concerns. Bringing together Indigenous women
leaders and their advocates, the panel delved into the
identified risks, potential strategies for mitigating harm,
and the ongoing legal challenges associated with the
Squamish project. Of particular concern was the unique
aspect of the Woodfibre 'camp' being established on a
refurbished cruise ship in Howe Sound to
accommodate LNG workers, posing potential impacts
that merited careful examination and consideration.
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Panelists (left to right); E===
Jackie Williams, Sue Brown,
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MMIWG2S - Ongoing Advocacy

Justice for Girls (JFG) staff demonstrated support at the
annual Women's Memorial March on February 14th,
standing in solidarity with the movement to address the
crisis of Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women, Girls,
and Two-Spirit individuals (MMIWG?2S). This annual march
IN Vancouver's downtown eastside symbolizes the
ongoing struggle against the disproportionately high
levels of violence faced by Indigenous women and girls,
who make up 4% of the female Canadian population but
account for 10% of mlssmg women.
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MMIWG2S - Ongoing Advocacy

The notorious case of Robert Pickton, who was responsible for the
disappearance of over 30 Indigenous women from the same area,
exemplifies the systemic issues at play. Recently, the RCMP's
decision to destroy evidence related to the Pickton case prompted
JFG's staff lawyer Sue Brown and advocates to request the
preservation of crucial evidence, emphasizing the importance of not
prematurely closing these unsolved cases.

Recent MMIWG2S cases in Vancouver, such as those of Noelle O'Soup,
Tatyanna Harrison, and Chelsea Poorman, highlight the inconsistencies
and inadequacies in police investigations. O'Soup's body was discovered
in @ dangerous man's apartment, initially unnoticed by police. Harrison's
death was initially ruled as fentanyl toxicity without thorough
investigation, despite toxicology revealing a date rape drug in her
system. Poorman's body was found with alarming injuries, yet crucial
details were withheld by police. These cases underline the urgent need
for thorough and unbiased investigations and a critical examination of
systemic failures that contribute to the vulnerability and injustice faced
by Indigenous individuals.

Let's remember Chelsea Poorman, Noelle O'Soup, and Tatyanna
Harrison, highlighting the urgent need for unbiased investigations
and systemic change to protect Indigenous women & girls.
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