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Dear Members of our Newsletter Mailing List,

We extend our sincerest apologies for the delayed
release of our fall newsletter. Justice for Girls has
been immersed in a whirlwind of advocacy efforts
and rights workshops with girls, making it
challenging to prioritize our regular updates.
However, we are thrilled to share a summary of the
exciting news that has unfolded this fall and winter.
From impactful workshops empowering young
minds to successful advocacy initiatives driving
positive change, we are eager to bring you up to
speed. Your understanding and continued support
mean the world to us.

Savanah Norman,
Director of Communications & Engagement
Justice for Girls
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Workshops

At Justice for Girls, we are deeply committed to public
education as a cornerstone of our strategy to empower
girls, promotes their rights and address critical issues
like violence, sexual assault and exploitation.

Our multifaceted approach involves utilizing
various platforms, including social media campaigns,
online outreach, professional development, and
educational workshops, to disseminate crucial
information and engage with the community.

We currently run girls' groups within schools, creating
supportive environments for education, dialogue,
support and empowerment.

What is Rape Examples of Rape Culture
Culture?

It is the normalization of
attitudes and actions that
justify, minimize, and tolerate
sexual violence. Rape culture You were
places the blame for sexual asking for it!
violence on the victim rather

than the person inflicting the
violence.
% ) What were you

wearing ?

Do you have proof ?

Did you
provoke
him?

Boys will

be boys. Were you

intoxicated? .
You are exaggerating!
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We advocate towards improving schools' responses to sexual
assault and harassment against girls and recognizing girls’ right to
education. Acknowledging the momentum generated by girls in
their advocacy against sexual violence on high school campuses,
we are dedicated to building upon this progress.

A prime example of our commitment to empowering
girls is our "Your Empowerment Story" program. This
educational initiative spans over 10 weeks and features
interactive workshops and discussions designed to
equip girls with essential skills and tools. By fostering an
environment of open dialogue and providing valuable
resources, we contribute to the ongoing fight against
sexual violence while empowering girls to navigate and
overcome challenges they may face.

As the year comes to an end, we are currently wrapping
up the successful fall girls’ groups.
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Above: One of the groups’ collages from the 10-week program
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The Second Visit from the Duchess of Sussex

In a heartening return to Justice for Girls, Meghan, The
Duchess of Sussex, along with Jessica Lake and Lauri
Thompson from the Lake family's All One Fund, engaged
in @ meaningful conversation about justice and equality
for teenage girls facing poverty in Canada and beyond.
Joining Justice for Girls' teen interns, staff, directors, and
board members, the discussion explored the
organization's extensive history of championing girls'
rights. Topics ranged from advocating for access to
education and freedom from violence to Indigenous
rights and environmental justice.
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Meghan, a dedicated feminist advocate from a young
age, took a genuine interest in the personal struggles for
justice faced by two of Justice for Girls' teen interns. Her

empathetic and understanding approach resonated

deeply, leaving the girls not only feeling heard but also
supported and, most importantly, inspired to continue
their pursuit of justice. The ongoing involvement of The
Duchess of Sussex with Justice for Girls, combined with
the support from Jessica Lake and the All One Fund,
underscores the power of collaboration in driving
positive change for girls in challenging circumstances.

The visit serves as a reminder that, together, we can

strive towards a more just and equitable world for all.

JUSTICE

FOR GIRLS



Press Conference:
A Call to Preserve Evidence in the Pickton Case

In our recent press release on December 11, the
weight of concern sits heavy as we address the
RCMP's recent application to dispose of 14,000
exhibits linked to Project Evenhanded and the
Pickton investigation. These exhibits form the
core of investigations into the murders and
disappearances of over 50 women from the
Downtown Eastside, predominantly Indigenous,
whose cases linger unresolved.
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The Pickton case, emblematic of systemic failures
and discrimination against Indigenous and
marginalized women, encapsulates a persistent
struggle for justice. Families connected to this
investigation, lawyers and advocacy organizations,
including ours, vehemently oppose the RCMP's
disposal applications. We stand side by side with
these families, urgently urging the governments of
Canada and British Columbia, as well as the RCMP,
to withdraw these applications and prioritize
access to justice for the victims and their families.

The group opposing the move, which includes families, lawyers and advocates for missing and
murdered women, sent a letter dated Dec. 11 to the federal public safety minister, the
commissioner of the RCMP, and British Columbia's attorney general and solicitor general,
calling on each "to take immediate steps to preserve Pickton evidence."

"Why in this case are they trying to erase the evidence?" said Sarah Jean de Vries at the news

conference Monday morning
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Ar}nual Women's Memorial'Warch
Every Feb. 14th on the Vancouver's Downtown Eastside

Against the backdrop of Canada's recurrent
failures in addressing violence against women,
the urgency of safeguarding evidence in the
Pickton case becomes all-encompassing. Our
impassioned plea encompasses a call for a
moratorium on evidence destruction,
legislative review, reinforcement of RCMP
accountability, and dedicated resource
allocation for unsolved cases. We implore
immediate action to prevent further distress
and to uphold the fundamental principles of
human rights, justice, and reconciliation.
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As we bid farewell to another impactful year at
Justice for Girls, we extend our heartfelt gratitude
to our incredible supporters, your belief and
allyship in our mission of promoting equality,
freedom from violence and colonialism, and the
well-being of teenage girls living in poverty has
been the driving force behind our successes. Your
support helps us make a profound difference in the
lives of the girls in BC, empowering them to
overcome challenges and pursue a future filled
with possibilities. As the holiday season
approaches, we want to express our deepest
appreciation for your kindness and support.
Wishing you and your loved ones a joyous holiday
season and a New Year filled with hope, happiness,
and continued solidarity. Thank you for being an
integral part of our Justice for Girls family.

Warm regards,

The Team at Justice for Girls
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